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"I want to sell this house when the Oiso deed is executed. Did I
tell you that brother Sumitomo wrote me the Surugadai house will
soon be ready for us?"
"Well, as to spending the money, I have many suggestions—a kimono
set for yourself, for instance. You haven't bought any clothes for a
long time. But how do you happen to—?"
"Huh? Yes, yes. Sumitomo sent me a large sum as a special present
for my recovery from my last illness. For quite a while I considered
returning it, but I have rejected his kind offer every time. I don't
want to hurt his feelings. See, he seems to be so anxious to help me
financially."
"He probably finds much joy in doing so, Prince."
"That's right. So at last I decided to accept it."
"But you don't care to spend any for yourself."
"Huh."
"Prince," said Okiku with a broad smile. "I have a wonderful idea."
"What is it?"
"How about our sending Sagami and Miyo to Kyoto on a vacation?"
"Huh, I was thinking of it too, but I didn't know how you would
feel about it. But, Okiku, one difficulty is Sagami's stubbornness. She
will not go."
"Yes, I know, Prince."
"Because she knows I don't have any other income than my salary
which she considers is barely enough to keep us going respectably.
She never went back to Kyoto after she came to Tokyo over thirty
years ago. Do you think you can convince her some way?"
"Well—you see, Prince, Sagami nowadays often talks of the old
capital. I was sorry that we could not give her a trip, but as you say,
she would not listen, anyway, unless we had some reason for her
going."
She patted Saionji's hand softly and said: "Prince, this would work."
"What; Okiku?"
"See, now Shinko's vacation is beginning. Let Sagami take her along.
Every time Shinko went to Kyoto Sagami commented mournfully that
she ought to see the ancient capital with someone who could really
show her things."
"You mean to make her Shinko's special guide?"
"And Miyo, Shinko's servant."
"Huh, that's a great scheme, Okiku. Sagami would swell up Kke a
peacock."

